
Food for 
Work  Art Class  Microfinance 

June 2014  

Hygiene 
Training  

Building  
 for our  

 
This bi-annual newsletter looks at the 
current and future impact of JWOC’s 
projects. It is also a chance for our 
scholarship students to share their 
thoughts on our projects and the effect 
they have in the communities we serve.   
 
 

“As ambassadors of JWOC it is vital 
that scholarship students understand the 
impact our programs have. Our talented 
students are members of the 
communities we work with. They will be 
the future leaders of Cambodia. So it is 
important to invite our students to think 
about how our projects will continue to 
shape the future of Cambodia. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
As the manager of the Scholarship Program I 
want the scholarship students to get the 
most out of their JWOC experience. Part of 
that experience is understanding the bigger 
picture: knowing that they have a 
responsibility to understand all that JWOC 
does and hopes to do in the region. ” 
 
By asking our students to think about 
JWOC’s big picture we are exercising their 
critical thinking skills and also increasing 
JWOC’s impact.  After all, JWOC is only as 
strong as the students who represent us. We 
work closely with our scholarship students 
so they can make decisions that have a 
personal and meaningful influence on 
JWOC’s growth.”  
                                   
 

Thinking 
about the 

Future  

Vantha , Scholarship 
Program Manager  
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Dear JWOC family , 
 
As we reach the halfway mark for 2014  we are able 
to look back and be proud of our achievements.  
 
Our Scholarship program has really excelled this 
year with some outstanding training sessions 
delivered to our 74 students focusing on critical 
thinking, workplace culture and CV/resume 
development to name a few. The scholarship 
program is forever looking at ways to enrich our 
students and 2014 has really seen us reap the 
benefits. 
 
The Free Classes Program is thriving; our Sewing for 
Livelihoods classes branched out into the Siem Reap 
community with the help of Chenda, our 
Coordinator,  who has worked hard building ties 
with businesses and local institutions. We are proud 
to say that the Free Classes Program is truly a pillar 
of the local community and such active involvement 
in the different services we offer demonstrates this. 

 
Clean Water and Community Liaison and 
Assistance continue to make a difference in the 
outer reaches of our community.  With the 
School Hygiene Training project coming to a 
close we will now return to previous Clean 
Water villages to ensure that  all the 
communities we have worked with have 100% 
access to clean water. 
 
Our Microfinance program is forever expanding 
with 152 loans already disbursed in 2014. 
Sovann our program manager has been 
working  with other NGOs in the area who look 
to JWOC’s Microfinance model as a prototype 
for their organizations.  
 
Thank you to everyone who has supported us 
with our efforts so far this year. Without your 
support our work would not possible. We look 
upon the remainder of 2014 with excitement 
and optimism. 
 
Kind regards 
The JWOC team 
info@journeyswithinourcommunity.org 
 

http://www.journeyswithinourcommunity.org/support/donate/
http://www.journeyswithinourcommunity.org/projects/university-scholarships/
http://www.journeyswithinourcommunity.org/projects/education/
http://www.journeyswithinourcommunity.org/projects/clean-water/
http://www.journeyswithinourcommunity.org/projects/emergency-relief/
http://www.journeyswithinourcommunity.org/projects/emergency-relief/
http://www.journeyswithinourcommunity.org/projects/microfinance/


2014 so far  
 

 The pictures 
and the 

numbers  Food For Work project completed 
in Prolit  village, supported 180 

families.  

26 Art classes  
taught  

Hygiene training completed in 7 
schools, Access to clean water 

provided in 2 villages serving  a total 
of 4106 beneficiaries  

724 students attending our Free 
classes 



2014 so far  
 

 The pictures 
and the 

numbers  

89 Home Gardens grown  serving 
445 beneficiaries  

152 loans disbursed = $17,187  33 students enrolled in sewing 
class  

9 scholarship 
workshops delivered 



“What I love most 
about the Food for Work 
program is seeing the 
community working together 
towards a common goal. In 
my experience I have found 

Food for Work  

How does the Food for Work 
project contribute towards 

Cambodia’s future?  

Konthea , Community 
Liaison and Assistance 

Program Manager  

“One  of the things that I like about the Food 
for Work program is how it brings the 
community together. In addition to creating 
short term employment opportunities for our 
local community we are able to provide access 
to basic services. As this program develops we 
want to continue bringing the community 
together to work in unison to provide better 
access to local services. We feel that this 
program will only become more important in 
the future.  

Siem Reap is developing fast, 
there will only be a greater 

need for the rural communities 
to gain access to basic 

services.”  

 

Vongchan , 3rd  year 
Community Liaison 

and Assistance 
volunteer  

that when it is my own work I will also take better 
care of it and I think this is true for everything. I 
think this also applies to Food for Work. Taking care 
of our own community is a responsibility which 
must be kept in communities for future 
generations; Food for Work is one way of doing 
this. Although Cambodia is developing quickly we 
still want to hold on to our traditions and cultures 
and to do this we need to hold our communities 
together this is another way Food for Work builds 
for the future.” 

 

This year’s Food for Work project was carried 
out in Prolit village. The project works with 
communities to help repair critical 
infrastructure through a participatory work 
scheme.  Villagers are paid the equivalent of 
their labor in rice. 
 
 



Art Classes  

Why is Art so 
important for the 
future of the local 

community?  

Kheourn , Free Classes, 
Program Manager  

Sokin , 4th  Year. Free 
Classes volunteer  

“I feel lucky to be able to help nurture the 
talent in the community. As Cambodia 
develops there is, more than ever, a greater 
need for JWOC to support creative minds in 
the community. We want young people to 
dream of being the designers, architects and 
artists of the future. We want to begin 
developing their skills and creativity when they 
are young so they are more ready for a 
developing Cambodia.  

It is also important to look at the 
impact Art Classes are having. 
Giving children a safe place to 

socialize with others is great for 
them. It is also excellent for their 
parents, who can relax knowing 
their children are safe and being 

looked after.” 

“For many at JWOC, Art class is 
their only opportunity for creative 
education; it is a time where children 
can be safe, have fun and learn to 
socialize in a group setting. All of 
these points are important for the 
children as they grow up and will 
help their personality develop. 
 
All children should have the 
opportunity to use their imagination 
to reach their dreams. Art class at 
JWOC is one of the ways we try to let 
this happen. The more imaginative 
we are the brighter the future will be 
for Cambodia. 
 
Art class is also a place where 
children make friends with others in 
the local community and these kinds 
of relationships will help keep the 
community together in the future” 

 



Building 
Businesses  

JWOC’s Microfinance 
program has helped 

set up over 200 
businesses in the 
local community  

since its inception.  
 

What impact does the 
Microfinance 

program have now? 
And how will it help 

shape the future?  

Chhorvy , 3rd   Year, 
Microfinance 

volunteer  

Sovann , Microfinance, 
Program Manager  

“I  really enjoy volunteering with the Microfinance 

program because I can see the difference it is making 
in our communities. Improving the economic situation 
of the local families makes their lives better now but 
is also creating a better future for Cambodia. The 
problems these families are facing now, through our 
microloan program, I hope the next generation will be 
able to avoid. In the future, these small business 
owners will be able to send their children to school, 
giving them better employment opportunities. I hope 
that this will attract investors who decide to invest in 
Cambodia because we will have the educated children 
who can take up these positions. Investing in our local 
community will also increase the chances of less 
people economically migrating to other countries.  

 This is a big problem at the moment 
in Cambodia and i think the 
Microfinance program will help fight 
this issue. By giving financial options 
to the local community we are 
helping break the poverty cycle 
creating a better future for 
Cambodia.” 

“By  increasing commerce in the community we 
are looking to improve the standard of living for our 
community, now and in the future. The families we 
give loans to are not able to get loans from other 
institutions and if they are, they are charged 
uncontrollable rates of interest, never allowing them 
to build upon their current situation. All around 
Cambodia this is forcing people out of their local 
communities to find jobs elsewhere leaving 
communities broken. 

By giving our community the small 
business support that they need we 

are building strength in our 
community and helping it to flourish 

in the future.” 

 



Seng, Clean Water, 
Program Manager  

Hygiene Training  
23 schools and 11226 

students, JWOC's clean 
water and hygiene 

training  at Siem  Reap's  
primary schools 

completes its 2 year 
contract. 

What have we 
learned? 

 
 
 

 

. 
 

Kimchhay,2 nd  year 
Clean Water 
Volunteer  

 
 
 

June 12th, 2012, JWOC was awarded a contract 
by the Cambodian government for 2 years to 
teach Hygiene training to primary schools in 
Siem Reap. It has been a wonderful journey and 
a great learning curve for our scholarship 
students who have benefitted from the 
experience of teaching the youth of the 
community. 

“It has been wonderful to see how well the 
scholarship students have been welcomed in 
all the schools we have visited. This program 
was only going to be impactful if it was well 
received by the students and staff. I feel that 
with the scholarship students coming from 

these communities they were 
immediately looked up to by the 
children as they were able to 
relate to them. From doing this 
program we have learnt that it is 
important to pay attention to 
educating the young generation of 
Cambodia.” 

“I loved the experience of volunteering in 
schools throughout Siem Reap. It was an 
enjoyable experience working with the 
children and it was a great seeing the 
children enjoy my lessons. 
 
Throughout the training the children 
listened and took an active part in the 
lessons. What I learned from this 
experience is that education is the most 
important tool for the future of Cambodia 
and it is something all of Cambodia should 
be focusing on. Hygiene training is 
important because it is one of the key ways 
we can reduce serious illness in Cambodia.” 



 
 
 

 

. 
 

 
 
 

Thank you!!!  
2014 has been an excellent year so far 
and we want to say thank you to 
everyone who has supported us.  
 
 
Find out what is happening at JWOC 
week by week by following us on 
Facebook and reading our weekly blog, 
just follow the buttons below. 

If you would like to make a donation in 
support of our work please click on the 
donate button below and help make a 
real difference within the JWOC 
community. 

http://jwoc.blogspot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/JWOC1
http://www.journeyswithinourcommunity.org/support/donate/
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